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1.	 Click FileSave As. Navigate to the working directory. Click the “Save as type” dropdown and select 
CSV (Comma delimited). Comma delimited files use the “.csv” extension.

2.	 At the R prompt, or in the script editor, create a new object using the csv.get function:
new.object = csv.get(“csv.dataset.csv”)

Applied to the example: ‘Census.data = csv.get (“Census.data.csv”)’.

3.	 Check the import by typing the new object’s name. The import worked as planned.

HTML Datasets
As we have just seen, once you get data into Excel format and make it R friendly, you can convert it to .

csv and import it into R. If the data are in Html format, it is a relatively simple matter to copy/paste into 
Excel. However, note that the Html-to-Excel procedure works with Internet Explorer, but it does not work 
consistently with Mozilla Firefox, or Google Chrome. By way of illustration, consider the National Journal’s 
data on members of the U.S. House of Representatives, found at www.nationaljournal.com/2012-vote-ratings/
table-house-conservative-scores-by-issue-area-20130221 (Figure 11.7). This particular web page shows 
conservatism scores in three issue areas (economic policy, social issues, and foreign policy), a composite 
conservatism score, and an overall conservatism rank within the House. (Notice that party affiliation, an 

Figure 11.7  Importing Data in HTML Format

1. Open the page in 
Internet Explorer.

2. Select the data. 
Make sure to 
select a rectangular 
matrix. Copy/paste 
into Excel.

3. In Excel, insert a top row 
for variable names; augment 
the data as needed. Here a 
new variable is added for 
party affiliation.

4. Save as a .csv file in 
the working directory. 
Use csv.get to import the 
dataset into R.


